
Gross receipts

Check if applicable:

Application pending

Amended return

terminated

Initial return

Name change

Address change

$

Is this a group return for subordinates? YYes No

NoYes

Form of organization: Corporation Trust Association Other Year of formation: State of legal domicile:

Prior Year Current Year

Beginning of Current Year End of Year

Ne
tA

ss
ets

or
Fu

nd
Ba

lan
ce

s

Final return/

07/01/24 06/30/25

X LITERACY KANSAS CITY

300 E 39TH STREET

KANSAS CITY MO 64111

43-1435729

816-333-9332

PAUL DEFOE
300 E 39TH ST
KANSAS CITY MO 64111

4,595,994

X

X
HTTPS://LITERACYKC.ORG/

X 1986 MO

TO ADVANCE LITERACY WITHIN THE KANSAS CITY METROPOLITAN AREA THROUGH DIRECT
SERVICES, ADVOCACY, AND COLLABORATION.

13
13
84
200

0
0

2,805,644 4,409,456
61,435 107,203
6,066 -339,541

0
2,873,145 4,177,118

19,618 35,046
0

2,780,756 3,348,864
0

266,571
878,024 1,027,087

3,678,398 4,410,997
-805,253 -233,879

2,182,308 4,228,435
308,204 2,580,562

1,874,104 1,647,873

GILLIAN HELM CEO

WILLIAM J. MILLER, CPA WILLIAM J. MILLER, CPA 11/04/25 P01604284
NOVAK BIRKS, P.C. 43-1122456
4435 MAIN ST STE 500
KANSAS CITY, MO 64111-1858 816-931-6111



LITERACY KANSAS CITY 43-1435729

X

TO ADVANCE LITERACY WITHIN THE KANSAS CITY METROPOLITAN AREA THROUGH DIRECT
SERVICES, ADVOCACY, AND COLLABORATION.

X

X

3,775,146 35,046 107,203
SEE SCHEDULE O

N/A

N/A

3,775,146



If “Yes,”
complete Schedule A

If “Yes,” complete Schedule C, Part I

If "Yes," complete Schedule C, Part II

If "Yes," complete Schedule C, Part III

If
“Yes,” complete Schedule D, Part I

If “Yes,” complete Schedule D, Part II
If “Yes,”

complete Schedule D, Part III

If “Yes,” complete Schedule D, Part IV

If “Yes,” complete
Schedule D, Parts XI and XII

If “Yes,” complete Schedule E

If “Yes,” complete Schedule F, Parts II and IV

If “Yes,” complete Schedule F, Parts III and IV

If “Yes,” complete Schedule D, Part V

If "Yes,"
complete Schedule D, Part VI

If "Yes," complete Schedule D, Part VII

If "Yes," complete Schedule D, Part VIII

If "Yes," complete Schedule D, Part IX
If "Yes," complete Schedule D, Part X

If "Yes," complete Schedule D, Part X

"Yes," and if the organization answered "No" to line 12a, then completing Schedule D, Parts XI and XII is optional
 If

If “Yes,” complete Schedule G, Part I. 

If "Yes," complete Schedule G, Part II

If "Yes," complete Schedule G, Part III

If “Yes,” complete Schedule F, Parts I and IV

If “Yes,” complete Schedule H

If “Yes,” complete Schedule I, Parts I and II

LITERACY KANSAS CITY 43-1435729

X
X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X
X

X

X

X
X
X

X

X

X

X

X

X
X

X



 (continued)

If
"Yes,” complete Schedule L, Part IV

If “Yes,” complete Schedule L, Part IV
If

“Yes,” complete Schedule L, Part IV
 If “Yes,” complete Schedule M

If “Yes,” complete Schedule M
If “Yes,” complete Schedule N, Part I

If "Yes,"
complete Schedule N, Part II

If “Yes,” complete Schedule R, Part I
If “Yes,” complete Schedule R, Part II, III,

or IV, and Part V, line 1

If “Yes,” complete Schedule R, Part V, line 2

If “Yes,” complete Schedule R, Part VI

If “Yes,” complete Schedule L, Part I

through 24d and complete Schedule K. If “No,” go to line 25a
If “Yes,” answer lines 24b

If “Yes,” complete Schedule I, Parts I and III

If "Yes," complete Schedule J

If "Yes," complete Schedule L, Part I

If “Yes,” complete Schedule L, Part III

If “Yes,” complete Schedule R, Part V, line 2

If “Yes,” complete Schedule L, Part II

LITERACY KANSAS CITY 43-1435729

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X
X

X
X

X
X

X

X

X
X

X

X

X

1
0



 (continued)

If “No” to line 3b, provide an explanation on Schedule O

If "No," provide an explanation on Schedule O

LITERACY KANSAS CITY 43-1435729

84
X

X

X

X
X

X

X
X

X

X
X
X
X

X

X

X



For each "Yes" response to lines 2 through 7b below, and for a "No"
response to line 8a, 8b, or 10b below, describe the circumstances, processes, or changes on Schedule O. See instructions.

If “Yes,” provide the names and addresses on Schedule O
(This Section B requests information about policies not required by the Internal Revenue Code.)

If “No,” go to line 13

If “Yes,”
describe on Schedule O how this was done

(explain on Schedule O)

LITERACY KANSAS CITY 43-1435729

X

13

13

X

X
X
X
X

X

X

X
X

X

X

X

X
X

X
X
X

X
X

X

NONE

X

KIM GRAVES 300 E 39TH STREET
KANSAS CITY MO 64111 816-333-9332



employee
Highest compensated

LITERACY KANSAS CITY 43-1435729

GILLIAN HELM

CEO
40.00
0.00 X 166,664 0 6,799

KIM GRAVES

COO
40.00
0.00 X 116,880 0 11,653

PAUL DEFOE

PRESIDENT
2.00
0.00 X X 0 0 0

BRIDGET RICHARDS

VICE PRESIDENT
2.00
0.00 X X 0 0 0

ANN TINSMAN

SECRETARY
2.00
0.00 X X 0 0 0

BOBBY KELLY

PAST PRESIDENT
2.00
0.00 X X 0 0 0

PIERSON CURTIS

AT LARGE
1.00
0.00 X 0 0 0

CHRISTINA CHANDLER

BOARD MEMBER
1.00
0.00 X 0 0 0

PAUL EWING

BOARD MEMBER
1.00
0.00 X 0 0 0

CHARLES KING

BOARD MEMBER
1.00
0.00 X 0 0 0

MIKE MIELKE

BOARD MEMBER
1.00
0.00 X 0 0 0



(continued)

If “Yes,” complete Schedule J for such individual

If “Yes,” complete Schedule J for such
individual

If “Yes,” complete Schedule J for such person

((A)
Name and business address Description of services

(B) (C)
Compensation

employee
Highest compensated

LITERACY KANSAS CITY 43-1435729

(12) MARQUIS QUEEN
1.00

BOARD MEMBER 0.00 X 0 0 0
(13) TRICIA SCAGLIA

1.00
BOARD MEMBER 0.00 X 0 0 0
(14) DORI STAYTON

1.00
BOARD MEMBER 0.00 X 0 0 0
(15) MONICA TIFFANY

1.00
BOARD MEMBER 0.00 X 0 0 0

283,544 18,452

283,544 18,452

2

X

X

X

0



Government grants (contributions)
All other contributions, gifts, grants,
and similar amounts not included above
Noncash contributions included in

PPr
og

ra
m

Se
rv

ice

Less: rental expenses
Rental inc. or (loss)

Gross amount from
sales of assets
other than inventory
Less: cost or other
basis and sales exps.

Gross income from fundraising events
(not including
of contributions reported on line
1c). See Part IV, line 18

Business Code

Re
ve

nu
e

lines 1a-1f

LITERACY KANSAS CITY 43-1435729

111,179

1,991,142

2,307,135

4,409,456

PROGRAM SERVICE FEES 107,203 107,203

107,203

3,504 3,504

4,711

347,756
4,711 -347,756

-343,045 -343,045

111,179

71,120
71,120

4,177,118 -235,842 0 3,504



Section 501(c)(3) and 501(c)(4) organizations must complete all columns. All other organizations must complete column (A).

Grants and other assistance to domestic organizations
and domestic governments. See Part IV, line 21

Grants and other assistance to foreign
organizations, foreign governments, and
foreign individuals. See Part IV, lines 15 and 16

Compensation not included above to disqualified
persons (as defined under section 4958(f)(1)) and
persons described in section 4958(c)(3)(B)

Pension plan accruals and contributions (include
section 401(k) and 403(b) employer contributions)

Professional fundraising services. See Part IV, line 17

Other. (If line 11g amount exceeds 10% of line 25, column

Other expenses. Itemize expenses not covered
above. (List miscellaneous expenses on line 24e. If
line 24e amount exceeds 10% of line 25, column
(A), amount, list line 24e expenses on Schedule O.)

TTotal functional expenses. Add lines 1 through 24e

fundraising solicitation. Check here if

organization reported in column (B) joint costs
from a combined educational campaign and

following SOP 98-2 (ASC 958-720)

Joint costs. Complete this line only if the

(A), amount, list line 11g expenses on Schedule O.)

LITERACY KANSAS CITY 43-1435729

35,046 35,046

313,091 125,258 123,754 64,079

2,572,424 2,423,899 6,817 141,708

70,476 67,390 35 3,051
171,664 158,928 808 11,928
221,209 198,703 7,068 15,438

59,407 59,407

124,468 73,074 51,394
73,739 68,471 3,227 2,041
98,024 80,133 15,655 2,236

155,662 122,894 30,673 2,095

179,444 147,776 13,013 18,655
35,519 35,513 6

58,767 51,163 7,443 161

38,502 29,347 9,155
31,268 31,268

CURRICULUM MATERIALS 152,046 149,088 1,584 1,374
OTHER EXPENSES 9,551 5,274 4,277
DUES AND SUBSCRIPTIONS 5,862 669 2,423 2,770
BAD DEBT EXPENSE 2,500 2,500

2,328 20 1,273 1,035
4,410,997 3,775,146 369,280 266,571



LITERACY KANSAS CITY 43-1435729

921,388 101,742

429,413 1,593,912

199,968 101,182

377,327
328,169 389,886 49,158

131,001 145,486

110,652 2,236,955
2,182,308 4,228,435
197,552 310,141

60,450

110,652 2,209,971
308,204 2,580,562

X

979,800 7,488
894,304 1,640,385

1,874,104 1,647,873
2,182,308 4,228,435



LITERACY KANSAS CITY 43-1435729

4,177,118
4,410,997
-233,879

1,874,104
7,648

1,647,873

X

X

X

X

X

X

X



CComplete if the organization is a section 501(c)(3) organization or a section 4947(a)(1) nonexempt charitable trust.
(Form 990)

document?
listed in your governing
(iv) Is the organization

LITERACY KANSAS CITY 43-1435729

X



PPublic support. Subtract line 5 from line 4

Calendar year (or fiscal year beginning in)

Calendar year (or fiscal year beginning in)

LITERACY KANSAS CITY 43-1435729

2,790,275 3,001,185 4,069,311 2,805,644 4,409,456 17,075,871

2,790,275 3,001,185 4,069,311 2,805,644 4,409,456 17,075,871

2,032,438
15,043,433

2,790,275 3,001,185 4,069,311 2,805,644 4,409,456 17,075,871

1,909 3,198 3,504 8,611

61,545 75,555 71,120 208,220

17,292,702
283,194

86.99
94.04

X



unrelated trade or business under section 513

Gifts, grants, contributions, and membership fees
received. (Do not include any “unusual grants.”)

Gross receipts from admissions, merchandise
sold or services performed, or facilities
furnished in any activity that is related to the

Gross receipts from activities that are not an
organization’s tax-exempt purpose

Amounts included on lines 2 and 3
received from other than disqualified
persons that exceed the greater of $5,000
or 1% of the amount on line 13 for the year

royalties, and income from similar sources
payments received on securities loans, rents,
Gross income from interest, dividends,

Net income from unrelated business
activities not included on line 10b, whether
or not the business is regularly carried on

CCalendar year (or fiscal year beginning in)

Calendar year (or fiscal year beginning in)

LITERACY KANSAS CITY 43-1435729



If “No,” describe in how the supported organizations are designated. If designated by 
class or purpose, describe the designation. If historic and continuing relationship, explain.

If “Yes,” explain in how the organization determined that the supported
organization was described in section 509(a)(1) or (2).

If “Yes,” answer
lines 3b and 3c below.

If “Yes,” describe in when and how the
organization made the determination.

If “Yes,” explain in what controls the organization put in place to ensure such use.
If

“Yes,” and if you checked box 12a or 12b in Part I, answer lines 4b and 4c below.

If “Yes,” describe in how the organization had such control and discretion
despite being controlled or supervised by or in connection with its supported organizations.

If “Yes,” explain in what controls the organization used
to ensure that all support to the foreign supported organization was used exclusively for section 170(c)(2)(B) 
purposes.

If “Yes,”
answer lines 5b and 5c below (if applicable). Also, provide detail in  including (i) the names and EIN
numbers of the supported organizations added, substituted, or removed; (ii) the reasons for each such action;
(iii) the authority under the organization's organizing document authorizing such action; and (iv) how the action
was accomplished (such as by amendment to the organizing document).

If “Yes,” provide detail in 

If “Yes,” complete Part I of Schedule L (Form 990).

7? If “Yes,” complete Part I of Schedule L (Form 990).

If “Yes,” provide detail in 

If “Yes,” provide detail in 

If “Yes,” provide detail in 

If “Yes,” answer line 10b below.
(Use Schedule C, Form 4720, to 

determine whether the organization had excess business holdings.)

LITERACY KANSAS CITY 43-1435729



(continued)

supported organizations and what conditions or restrictions, if any, applied to such powers during the tax year.
organization, describe how the powers to appoint and/or remove officers, directors, or trustees were allocated among the
effectively operated, supervised, or controlled the organization’s activities. If the organization had more than one supported

If “No,” describe in  how the supported organization(s)

If “Yes,” explain in 
how providing such benefit carried out the purposes of the supported organization(s) that operated, 

supervised, or controlled the supporting organization.

If “No,” describe in how control
or management of the supporting organization was vested in the same persons that controlled or managed 
the supported organization(s).

how the organization maintained a close and continuous working relationship with the supported organization(s).
If “No,” explain in 

supported organizations played in this regard.
If “Yes,” describe in the role the organization’s

Check the box next to the method that the organization used to satisfy the Integral Part Test during the year ( ).
Complete below.

Complete below.
Describe in  how you supported a governmental entity (see instructions).

 If “Yes,” then in 

how the organization was responsive to each of its supported organizations, and how the organization determined

 If
“Yes,” explain in  the reasons for the organization’s position that its supported organization(s) would
have engaged in these activities but for the organization’s involvement.

 If “Yes,” describe in the role played by the organization in this regard.

If “Yes” to line 11a, 11b, or 11c,

 If “Yes” or “No,” provide details in 

that these activities constituted substantially all of its activities.

provide detail in 

LITERACY KANSAS CITY 43-1435729



explain in 

(explain in detail in )

LITERACY KANSAS CITY 43-1435729



 (continued)

provide details in 

provide details in 

explain in 

explain in 

explain in

describe in

LITERACY KANSAS CITY 43-1435729



LITERACY KANSAS CITY 43-1435729

PART II, LINE 10 - OTHER INCOME DETAIL
OTHER INCOME $ 137,100



exclusively

exclusively
nonexclusively

exclusively

LITERACY KANSAS CITY 43-1435729

X 3

X



LITERACY KANSAS CITY

PAGE 1 OF 1

43-1435729

1

100,000

X

2

1,050,000

X

3

450,000

X

4

1,911,152

X

5

140,000

X



LITERACY KANSAS CITY 43-1435729



 (continued)

(Column (d) must equal Form 990, Part X, line 10c, column (B))

LITERACY KANSAS CITY 43-1435729

301,989 252,831 49,158
75,338 75,338

49,158



 (Column (b) must equal Form 990, Part X, line 12, col. (B))

 (Column (b) must equal Form 990, Part X, line 13, col. (B))

 (Column (b) must equal Form 990, Part X, line 15, col. (B))

 (Column (b) must equal Form 990, Part X, line 25, col. (B))

LITERACY KANSAS CITY 43-1435729

RIGHT OF USE ASSETS 2,223,463
SECURITY DEPOSIT 13,492

2,236,955

LEASE LIABILITY 2,209,971

2,209,971



 (This must equal Form 990, Part I, line 12.)

 (This must equal Form 990, Part I, line 18.)

LITERACY KANSAS CITY 43-1435729

4,532,522

7,648

347,756
355,404

4,177,118

4,177,118

4,410,997

4,410,997

4,410,997

PART XI, LINE 2D - REVENUE AMOUNTS INCLUDED IN FINANCIALS - OTHER
LOSS ON SALE OF FIXED ASSET $ 347,756



(continued)
LITERACY KANSAS CITY 43-1435729



custody or

contributions?

raiser have

control of

((iii)  Did fund-

LITERACY KANSAS CITY 43-1435729



Gross income (line 1 
minus line 2)

LITERACY KANSAS CITY 43-1435729

SPECIAL EVENT NONE

182,299 182,299

111,179 111,179

71,120 71,120

17,967 17,967

24,066 24,066

1,752 1,752

27,335 27,335

71,120



LITERACY KANSAS CITY 43-1435729



((c) IRC

(if applicable)
(d) Amount of cash (e) Amount of

noncash assistance
(f) Method of valuation
(book, FMV, appraisal,

other) noncash assistance
(g) Description of (h) Purpose of grant

or assistancesection grant

LITERACY KANSAS CITY 43-1435729

X



LITERACY KANSAS CITY 43-1435729

EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE 137 35,046



LITERACY KANSAS CITY 43-1435729

X
X
X

X
X

X
X

X

X



((B)  Breakdown of W-2 and/or 1099-MISC and/or 1099-NEC compensation

LITERACY KANSAS CITY 43-1435729

GILLIAN HELM 166,664 0 0 6,260 539 173,463 0
CEO 0 0 0 0 0 0 0



LITERACY KANSAS CITY 43-1435729



LITERACY KANSAS CITY 43-1435729
FORM 990, PART III, LINE 4A - FIRST ACCOMPLISHMENT
LITERACY KC OFFERS A WELCOMING COMMUNITY FOR ADULTS AND FAMILIES TO IMPROVE
LITERACY SKILLS AND ENHANCE QUALITY OF LIFE. EACH TERM, STAFF, TUTORS,
VOLUNTEERS, AND INSTRUCTORS BUILD A COLLABORATIVE LEARNING ENVIRONMENT
WHERE ADULT STUDENTS EXPAND THEIR READING, WRITING, MATH, AND DIGITAL
SKILLS. THIS PERSONALIZED APPROACH ALLOWS STUDENTS TO SHAPE THE INSTRUCTION
THEY RECEIVE AND DELIVERS A BALANCED CURRICULUM, LEADING TO IMPROVED
LITERACY AND LIFE SKILLS. OUR MODEL HAS THREE KEY PARTS. INSTRUCTOR LED:
QUALIFIED INSTRUCTORS TEACH RELEVANT, RESPONSIVE, AND LEVEL-APPROPRIATE
CURRICULUM. TUTOR-DRIVEN: TRAINED VOLUNTEER TUTORS SUPPORT THE INSTRUCTORS
AND HELP MEET INDIVIDUAL STUDENT NEEDS. STUDENT-CENTERED: EACH STUDENT
IDENTIFIES ACADEMIC AND PERSONAL GOALS AND INSTRUCTORS DESIGN LESSONS TO
HELP THEM MEET THESE GOALS.
OUR PROGRAMMING INCLUDES HIGH SCHOOL EQUIVALENCY PREPARATION CLASSES,
ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNING, EXCEL ADULT HIGH SCHOOL (IN PARTNERSHIP WITH KC
PUBLIC LIBRARY AND MID-CONTINENT PUBLIC LIBRARY), DIGITAL LITERACY CLASSES,
WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT, AND THE LET'S READ FAMILY READING PROGRAM. DURING
2024-2025, LKC RAN 78 CLASSES WITH 1,875 STUDENTS HAVING 115,000 STUDENT
INSTRUCTION HOURS. OF THESE STUDENTS, 853 DEMONSTRATED A GAIN IN
PROFICIENCY THROUGH TESTING, PASSED THEIR HISET/GED, OR RECEIVED A
CERTIFICATION. FIFTY-EIGHT ACHIEVED THEIR HIGH SCHOOL EQUIVALENCY AND 107
STUDENTS PARTICIPATED IN IETP.

FORM 990, PART VI, LINE 11B - ORGANIZATION'S PROCESS TO REVIEW FORM 990
A FINAL VERSION OF THE FORM 990 IS PROVIDED TO ALL BOARD MEMBERS
ELECTRONICALLY PRIOR TO FILING.

FORM 990, PART VI, LINE 15A - COMPENSATION PROCESS FOR TOP OFFICIAL
COMPENSATION FOR THE CEO IS DECIDED AND VOTED ON BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS.

FORM 990, PART VI, LINE 19 - GOVERNING DOCUMENTS DISCLOSURE EXPLANATION
GOVERNING DOCUMENTS ARE MADE AVAILABLE TO THE PUBLIC UPON REQUEST.



Description SPECIAL EVENT

LITERACY KANSAS CITY 43-1435729

71,120

111,179
182,299

71,120
71,120
111,179

17,967
24,066
1,752

27,335
71,120



LITERACY KANSAS CITY 43-1435729

4,069,311

114,556
1,640
1,909

4,187,416
25,550

161,337
2,306,657

231,882
128,504
94,539

421,752
3,370,221

817,195

4,187,416

118,105
3,051,344

384,123
2,667,221

2,805,644

61,435
2,868
3,198

2,873,145
19,618

156,190
2,624,566

180,900
146,849
54,288
495,987

3,678,398
-805,253

2,873,145

67,501
2,182,308

308,204
1,874,104

4,409,456

107,203
-343,045

3,504

4,177,118
35,046

313,091
3,035,773

183,875
179,444
38,502

625,266
4,410,997
-233,879

4,177,118

-232,338
4,228,435
2,580,562
1,647,873



INTEREST AND DIVIDENDS
$ 3,504 14

TOTAL $ 3,504



CONTRACT LABOR $ 14,475 $ 14,475 $ $
OTHER 108,808 57,414 51,394
COMMUNICATION 1,185 1,185

TOTAL $ 124,468 $ 73,074 $ 51,394 $ 0

MERCHANT FEES $ 2,328 $ 20 $ 1,273 $ 1,035
TOTAL $ 2,328 $ 20 $ 1,273 $ 1,035



GOVERNMENT GRANTS $ 1,991,142
CONTRIBUTIONS 2,307,135
SPECIAL EVENT

CASH CONTRIBUTION 111,179
TOTAL $ 4,409,456


